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length1,* in which he shewed that he perfectly well knew what a variety of research such an undertaking required; but his indolence prevented him from pursuing it with that diligence which alone can collect those scattered facts that genius, however acute, penetrating, and luminous, cannot discover by its own force. It is remarkable, that at this time his fancied activity was for the moment so vigorous, that he promised his work should be published before Christmas, r;^;2. Yet nine years elapsed before it saw the light3. His throes in bringing it forth had been severe and remittent; and at last we may almost conclude that the Caesarian operation was performed by the knife of Churchill, whose upbraiding satire, I dare say, made Johnson's friends urge him to dispatch4, on his being now engaged in a work extracts from letters written by Dr.
that suited his genius. His answer was :—•" I look upon this as I did upon the Dictionary; it is all work, and my inducement to it is not love or desire of fame, but the want of money, which is the only motive to writing that I know of."'
1  They  have  been   reprinted  by Mr. Malonc, in the Preface  to his edition of Shakspeare.    BOSWKLT,.
2  At Christmas, 1757, he said that he should publish about March, 1758 (post, Dec. 24, 1757).    When March came he said that he should publish before summer (post, March I, I75S).
3  In what Johnson says of Pope's slow   progress   in   translating    the Iliad, he had  very likely his  own case in view.    ' Indolence, interruption, business, and pleasure all take their turns of retardation ; and every long work is lengthened by a thousand causes that can, and ten thousand   that   cannot   be   recounted. Perhaps   no   extensive  and   multifarious performance was ever effected within the term  originally fixed  in the   undertaker's   mind.     He   that runs against time has an antagonist not subject to casualties.'   Johnson's Works, viii. 255.    In  Prior's Gold-
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Grainger (post, March 21, 1776) to Dr. Percy:—'June 27, 1758. I have several times called on Johnson to pay him part of your subscription [for his edition of S/iakcspcarc\. I say, part, because he never thinks of working if he has a couple of guineas in his pocket ; but if you notwithstanding order me, the whole shall be given him at once.' 'July 20, 1758. As to his S/ial'cx/ii'aiv, nnivct sed nan pntiiwvct. I shall feed him occasionally with guineas.'
4 Hawkins (Lift.; 11.440) says that 'Reynolds and some other of his friends, who were more concerned for his reputation than himself seemed to be, contrived to entangle him by a wager, or some other pecuniary engagement, to perform his task by a certain time.' Just as Johnson was oppressed by the engagement that he had made to edit Sliakcspcarc, so was Cowpcr by his engagement to edit Milton. 'The consciousness that there is so much to do and nothing done is a burthen I am not able to bear. Milton especially is my grievance, and I might almost as well be haunted by his ghost, as goaded with such continual reproaches for neglecting him.' KoLitli(>v's C.nwher. vii. 161.twenty
